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Weekly PPG Update 19.6.26


1. Bowel Cancer Screening Campaign – 2026

The lovely folk at Wessex Cancer Alliance have asked us to share their toolkit to try to raise awareness of (and encourage people to take part in) the current screening campaign for Bowel Cancer which is running from June to August 2026.

The main link to all the awareness campaigns can be found here Awareness Campaigns - Welcome to Wessex Cancer Alliance and the toolkit here https://wessexcanceralliance.nhs.uk/wp-content/uploads/2026/06/Commstoolkit-Primary-Care.pdf 

1. Report Fraud update – scam calls using “spoofed” phone numbers

City of London Police is urging the public to be sure of who they are talking to following a spike in reports of calls from ‘spoofed’ phone numbers.  Criminals use ‘spoofing’ software to intentionally cover up their real caller ID and instead, mirror the phone number of a legitimate organisation. They do this to make it appear that calls or text messages are coming from a trusted organisation like the police, banks or government agencies.
These scam calls may be automated, or from a real person. Their main goal is to trick you into sharing personal information or to transfer money.
This week, the City of London Police launched its courier fraud campaign to raise awareness of this type of fraud as it evolves across the UK, with criminals using increasingly sophisticated and persistent tactics.
Courier fraud typically begins with an unexpected phone call from someone claiming to be a police officer or bank employee. Victims are told their account is at risk or that they are assisting with an investigation, before being instructed to withdraw money, purchase items, or disclose sensitive information. A courier is then sent to collect the items such as jewellery, cash, bank cards and PINs. In reality, this is the work of criminals, and anything handed over is lost.
Report a suspicious phone call
If you've lost money or have been hacked as a result of responding to a phishing message or scam call, you should report it to Report Fraud.
In England, Wales or Northern Ireland, visit https://www.reportfraud.police.uk/ or call 0300 123 2040. In Scotland, report to Police Scotland by calling 101.
You should also report suspected scam calls by sending a text to 7726 with the word ‘Call’ and the caller's number.
If you’ve shared personal information with a suspicious caller
Learn how to protect yourself if you think you’ve shared personal information.
If you’ve visited a website you think is suspicious, you can report a scam website or link to us.




1. Introduction to Connect to Work Dorset

I’m an Employment Specialist with the Connect to Work team in Dorset and my background is in supporting people to move closer to and into employment.
 
Connect to Work is a new, fully funded programme designed to support individuals who face barriers to employment due to health conditions, disabilities, or other challenges. We offer tailored, one-to-one support, working at each person’s pace to help them build confidence, develop skills, and ultimately move into suitable, sustainable employment. We also work closely with local employers and services to ensure a joined-up approach.
For anyone interested in finding out more or making a referral, they can visit our website here: https://www.skillsandlearningace.com/connect-to-work-dorset/ and complete a short Expression of Interest form, after which a member of the team will be in touch.
 
I would really appreciate your support in helping me connect with any relevant NHS-based contacts, such as Primary Care Teams, Social Prescribers, or anyone else you feel it would be beneficial for me to link in with. I’m keen to raise awareness of the service and explore how we can work collaboratively to support individuals across Dorset.
 
Kind regards,
 
Sarah Curtis
Employment Specialist | Connect to Work Dorset, Bournemouth, Christchurch and Poole
 
Email: sarahcurtis@salbcp.com
 
skillsandlearningace.com
Sign up to Skills & Learning news

1. SEND4 Launch Event – Wimborne, Dorset – 8 July 2026
Subject: Join Us for the SEND4 Launch Event 8 Blind Lane, Wimborne, 8 July 2026
We’re delighted to invite you to the official launch of SEND4’s new home at 8 Blind Lane, Wimborne a space with deep military roots and a renewed purpose as a safe, inclusive environment for children and young people with SEND.
Event Details 
📅 Monday 8 July 2026 
🕚 11:00 – 14:00 
📍8 Blind Lane, Wimborne 
🚗No parking on site.
Suggestions: Near Blind Lane
1. Walford Mill car park, Wimborne (BH21 1NL): When driving look for the brown tourism signs for 'Walford Mill'.
1. King Street Car Park (BH21 1EA): Located immediately adjacent to the Blind Lane area and Wimborne Model Town. 
1. Allenview Car Park (BH21 1AU): A very large 24-hour car park situated just a few hundred feet east of the area. 
Programme Highlights
1. Arrival 11:00 – Welcome 
1. Official Opening 11:10 – by a special guest
1. Guided Tour 12:00 – Explore SEND4’s new learning and wellbeing spaces
1. Armed Forces Covenant Signing 12:00 – A moment of honour and commitment
1. Teas, Coffee & Cake 12:30 onwards – Community conversation and connection
1. Entertainment & Demonstrations until 14:00 –To celebrate our shared heritage
This event marks a new chapter for SEND4 in Dorset:  “From Drill Hall to Safe Haven: Honouring the Past, Celebrating the Future.”
We’d love you to join us in celebrating this milestone with our partners, families, and community. Please book using this link: SEND4 Launch Event 
Please share this to raise the profile across SEND and the Armed Forces link.

1. Patient Partnership Week 2026

Healthcare works best when patients are treated as partners. That’s why the Patients Association is inviting people to join in during Patient Partnership Week 2026. It's a week of seven free webinars bringing together patients, professionals, policymakers and researchers to explore what meaningful partnership looks like in practice, where progress is being made, and what still needs to change. From tackling health inequalities and improving communication, to strengthening trust, supporting shared decision-making and making the most of innovation and data, each session will explore how putting what matters to people at the heart of care can help build a health system that works better for everyone. 

Sessions are taking place between 29th June and 3rd July and include: 
Understanding the causes of health inequalities and the role of trust in improving outcomes  29 June | 3:45–4:45pm Book now
Unlocking patient engagement with the People and Communities guidelines 30 June | 9–10am Book now 
Do patients’ goals, values, and preferences really shape their care? 30 June | 4–5pm Book now
Power to the people? The 10 Year Health Plan, one year on 1 July | 11am–12pm Book now
Why prioritising patient trust increases the value of using technology and data to improve research and care 2 July | 12:30–1:30pm Book now
Equity in access: tackling barriers to treatment and care 3 July | 10–11am Book now
Getting through: fixing how NHS communicates with patients 3 July | 2–3pm Book now

1. Dorset County Hospital Your Voice group (attachment)
Earlier today I was delighted to have been invited to go along to the Dorset County Hospital Your Voice patient group and I have attached a copy of their May newsletter for your information. 
If this group is something you might like to learn more about, please do let me know and I will put you in touch with the organisers. From the newsletters you will see it is an eclectic group, with the focus and intention of providing lived experiences to shape future services with a patient led focus.
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